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but he did not remain content with peace for
long. The young lion had tasted blood in the
previous summer; and, though he had been
content to return home to his comforts for the
winter, the taste of that conquest had been sweet.
Now spring had come again, he was growing
restless. Wolsey was always opposed to war as a
general principle, having learnt, as we saw, the
art of his diplomacy from the peaceful policies of
Henry's father ; but shortly afterwards, and before
Henry could find any prey on which his growing
appetite could fall, the French King died and
was succeeded by his son, Francis I.

One of the first acts of the new King was to
modify the treaty with England ; but he was
anxious to remain on good terms with Henry.
So the treaty was revised, and Mary, Henry's
sister, was free to marry the Duke of Suffolk - one
of the few love marriages among royalty in those
days of dark scheming. Having settled England,
Francis turned his mind southwards, and organ-
ised a campaign that was destined to rouse
Europe again. For he marched against his
enemies with such undiminished vigour, eating
up the land as he went, that it seemed before long
he would storm the Republic of Venice. Leo X
watched with increasing anxiety. The Papacy
had lost again that shadow of unity which Julius
had restored for a moment by organising " The
Holy League** ; and Leo did not like to see
France quite so victorious or quite so near. His